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Artemis II was NASA’s historic 10-day crewed lunar flyby mission, successfully completed
in April 2026. It marked the first time humans returned to deep space since the Apollo
program and set the record for the farthest humans have ever travelled from Earth. 
The mission was designed to test the Orion spacecraft, space launch systems, and human
life-support equipment in deep space to pave the way for future lunar landings.  

THE COMPLETED MISSION

On April 11, 2026, just after 10 days in deep space, NASA’s Orion spacecraft punched
through Earth’s atmosphere at nearly 40,000 km/h- a blazing, high-velocity re-entry that
tested its heat shield to the limit. Parachutes were deployed flawlessly, slowing the
capsule to a gentle 32 km/h before it splashed down in the Pacific Ocean, off the coast of
California. The Artemis II mission was over, and it had been a spectacular success. 

THE CREW: 
Artemis II was crewed by a four-member international team, marking the first
multinational crew to journey around the Moon:
1.Reid Wiseman (NASA) – Commander of the Orion spacecraft.
2.Victor Glover (NASA) – Pilot of Orion, making history as the first Black astronaut

to travel into deep space.
3.Christina Koch (NASA) – The first woman to venture to the Moon.
4.Jeremy Hansen (CSA) – The first non-American astronaut to participate in a

lunar mission, proudly representing Canada.

MISSION PROFILE: 
The crew blasted off from the
Kennedy Space Centre atop the
massive Space Launch System
(SLS) rocket. After orbiting Earth,
the crew fired their engines and
headed to the moon. The
spacecraft looped around the far
side, reaching a record-breaking
maximum distance of
approximately 406,777 km from
Earth. During their approach, the
astronauts had a unique vantage
point, spotting and naming
previously unidentified lunar
craters (including Integrity and
Carol) and catching an up-close
look at the lunar far side. The
mission concluded with a
successful high-velocity
atmospheric re-entry and a safe
splashdown in the Pacific Ocean. 
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FUELLING THE FUTURE: SOUTH AFRICA UNVEILS FIRST INDIGENOUS MOBILE
HYDROGEN REFUELLING STATION

In a landmark move for Africa’s green energy transition, the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation
(DSTI), through Hydrogen South Africa (HySA), has officially launched the nation’s first locally developed mobile

hydrogen refuelling station. Deployed at North-West University (NWU), this pioneering infrastructure marks a
critical shift from academic concept to real-world clean mobility solutions. 

Developed in collaboration with Toyota South Africa Motors (TSAM), the transportable unit serves as a live testing
ground for zero-emission Fuel Cell Electric Vehicles (FCEVs) and establishes a blueprint for the country’s future

green transport network.

BRIDGING THE INFRASTRUCTURE GAP
While battery electric vehicles (EVs) dominate consumer markets, heavy duty transport, aviation, and long-haul

shipping require the high energy density and rapid fuelling times that only hydrogen can provide. 
Historically, the lack of localised refuelling infrastructure has stalled hydrogen adoption in sub-Saharan Africa. The

DSTI’s new mobile station addresses this bottleneck. Because it is transportable, the station can be deployed
dynamically to support fleet testing, public demonstrations, and regional industrial hubs without the prohibitive

costs of permanent building projects. 

A TRI-PARTITE CATALYST FOR
INNOVATION

This project represents a highly
synchronised effort between government,

academia and the private sector, the
government provided the strategic vison

and funding aligned with the national
Hydrogen Society Roadmap (HSRM), NWU

and HySA supplied the localized
engineering expertise and safety

compliance protocols, and the private
sector supplied the commercial fuel cell
vehicles including the advanced Toyota

Mirai, to rigorously stress-test the station’s
dispensing capabilities under local climate

conditions. 

Engineered for local compliance 
Safety and international
standardization were
paramount during development.
The mobile unit integrates
advanced compression, storage,
and cooling technologies to
dispense hydrogen gas safely
into vehicles at high pressures. 
According to project engineers,
the system complies with over a
dozen stringent international
safety standards. This proves
that South African scientists and
engineers have capabilities to
produce world-class
infrastructure. 
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DRIVING TOWARD THE HYDROGEN VALLEY 
This launch is a milestone in South Africa’s broader Hydrogen valley. The initiative aims to create an
industrial corridor stretching from Limpopo through Johannesburg to Durban. By establishing
localised fuelling technology, South Africa positions itself not just as an exporter of raw platinum
metals but as a premium exporter of high-tech green energy systems.
As NWU testing hub gathers data over the coming months, the DSTI and its partners plan to scale
this technology. The ultimate goal is to clear a path for zero-emissions commercial trucking fleets
along the country’s major freight corridors. 



Youth Day at 50: The Future Calls

On 16 June 2026, South Africa marked half a century since the
Soweto Uprising—a moment that changed the course of history.
But as the nation honours the courage of 1976, a new generation is
asking: what future have we built for them?

On the morning of 16 June
1976, more than 20,000
schoolchildren gathered in
Soweto, their voices rising
in protest against a
government that had
declared Afrikaans the
compulsory medium of
instruction in black
secondary schools. What
began as a peaceful march
ended in violence, tears and
blood—the first shots fired,
the first life lost: 13-year-old
Hector Pieterson. By the
time the uprising had run its
course, hundreds of young
people lay dead.
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That day, the youth of Soweto did not merely protest a language policy. They
stood against the very architecture of apartheid—against Bantu Education, a
system designed not to educate but to confine black South Africans to a life of
labour and servitude. As H.F. Verwoerd, the architect of the Bantu Education Act,
once declared: “There is no place for [the African] in the European community
above the level of certain forms of labour.”

The students of 1976 refused to accept that fate. Their defiance
ignited a nationwide revolt, exposed the brutality of the apartheid
regime to the world, and revitalised the struggle for liberation. It laid
the groundwork for the release of Nelson Mandela and the eventual
fall of apartheid.

A Sacred Memory—And a Call
to Account

Fifty years later, the memory of 16 June
remains sacred. But as one commentator
recently observed, “memory alone is not
enough. Commemoration honours the
courage of the past. Accountability tests
the institutions of the present.”

This year's Youth Month theme—“RESET@50 – The Future Calls”—
captures that tension. It acknowledges that this is not an ordinary
anniversary. It demands that we examine the barriers still blocking
young people from economic inclusion, social participation and
meaningful influence over their own futures.
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