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University of Limpopo, 18 July 2008.

Minutes of the meeting held on thetmlv at the University of Limpopo at 16:00

Chairman: Mr. G.W. Bosman
Co-opted Secretary: Mr. P.H. Neethling
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The chairman welcomed everyone present to the ngeehlo apologies were offered.

An attendance list was circulated. 47 delegatgsesi the list (20 members, 27 non-members).
The following items were added to the agenda ugdaeral:

The chairman was requested to explain the advantfa§alP student membership.

The issue about the inferior recognition that pogtesentations receive at the SAIP
conference should be addressed.

MSc and PhD funding should be discussed — Sifish&tigase

Student representation on the NRF — Lebogang Kotsed

Evaluation of SAIP conference — feedback mechanism

Department of Science and Technology camps

. PhD Project camps

The minutes of the 2007 meeting was ratified withoorrection (Proposed: Jacobus Diener,
Second: Nicolas Erasmus).

There were no matters arising from the minute$©ef2007 meeting.

The chairman gave a brief overview of the propoashave been put to the SAIP council from
the SAIP student members over the last few years:

a. 2004: A request was put forward that students shbalve access to information about
career and research opportunities. SubsequergBge with relevant information was
linked to the SAIP website.

b. 2005: A request was put forward that students wakédto opportunity to interact more
with the invited plenary speakers. From the folloyvyear (2006) a special lunch was
organized for students and plenary speakers wheyecobuld interact on a social level.

c. 2006: The issue about insufficient NRF funding (biot duration and quantity) was again
raised. This is an ongoing issue which is raissatly on an annual basis.

d. 2007: There were no serious issues raised at e @@eting.

Dr Peter Martinez addressed the meeting, on beatfaldr K Govender, on the upcoming
international year of astronomy (2009). He alssh&d to express council’s appreciation of its
student members. The United Nations has procla@@€® the international year of astronomy.
This serves as the 400 year anniversary of Gafilsb looking at the stars with a telescope.
Events will be planned across the country, theildetd which will be published on the SAAO
website. All the students were urged to becomelued in the various activities.

A database containing information about physicdestts is being developed. This is a NRF and
SAIP initiative. The database will contain infortioa about a student’s qualifications, personal
information, etc. The idea is that this informatioe made available to prospective employers.
The questionnaire that will need to be completegetgo be finalised.

Publishing of SAIP conference proceedings: Sampdamphweli. It was noted that there was
an intake of manuscripts from the SAIP conferemc2007 for publication in the South African
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Journal of Science. This was a pilot program arad wot repeated in 2008. Students are
however encouraged to submit their research t&&¥S for consideration.
10. General

a. The chairman explains that student membershipeoSIP provides access to the SAIP
council (through the student chairman). This pdesi a mechanism where issues and
complaints, pertaining to students, can be raiseduncil meetings.

b. The issue about recognition of poster contributiofes raised. Most of the subgroups
are quite large and therefore a large number ofepgsesentations are presented at the
annual SAIP conference. Not enough emphasis ceglan the poster presentations and
the feeling exists that poster presentations deior to oral presentations. The general
feeling was that this can only be addressed ifldoation and the timing of the poster
presentation are such that it encourages deledatesitend. Having refreshments
available, as has been done in the past, can Hdhess this problem. A further question
regarding the mechanism for deciding whether agmtasion will be an oral or a poster
was raised. It was explained by the chairmantti@adecision lies with the management
of the subgroup, and that the decision is oftercedrby the quantity of the oral
presentations that are applied for.

c. The issue of NRF funding for post-graduate studves raised. There was a general
feeling that the funding was insufficient considerithe costs of attending university.
Clarity on the criteria used to award bursaries alas requested. There was also feeling
that 3 years of support is insufficient, especidtly obtaining a degree in experimental
physics, since often delays (power cuts at natidaeilities where experiments are
planned months in advance) can cause a degreestoun\this time. At least there must
be a mechanism where extended funding is availdieto unforeseen circumstances.
There was also a suggestion that all PhD studesfsecially with the NRF’'s goal of
increasing the number of graduating PhD studemisuld automatically qualify for a
NRF bursary.

d. There was a request that students be representdte &RF. This would improve
transparency in the decisions from the NRF and evidure that the NRF policies are in
line with the expectations of the students. Feeklloa this issue was requested.

e. A request was made for a feedback mechanism folests and delegates to evaluate
SAIP conferences. Dr Peter Martinez stated thabehalf of council, he appreciates the
comments. He pledges that such a feedback meahami$ be designed and will be
distributed through the chairman (GW Bosman). his way issues can be addressed. He
also requested suggestions on possible questioats dan be place on such a
guestionnaire.

f. DST camps: There are DST camps active in everyipeev The information on these
camps is available on the DST website. There wganaral complaint that people were
finding it difficult to partake in these camps atitht advertisement about the camps
should be increased. Dr Peter Martinez confirnted the SAIP council is the correct
channel to approach the DST on this issue. The @blthe DST camps, to help high
school learners, was also stated.

g. There was a request that the PhD Project campsstréodted in the various provinces.
This would cut costs and allow more delegatestendt It was suggested that a national
camp be held bi-annually, which would allow evergdo attend one such camp during
their post-graduate degree.

11. The chairman thanks everyone present and clogechdleting at 16:40.



